About the festival
The Musica Electronica Nova (MEN) festival is a meeting place for a variety of artistic achievements, aesthetics and trends – from classical electroacoustics to pop, intuitive or alternative trends. The sound recorded on a medium is present here next to live electronics. The presenter of the festival is the National Forum of Music in Wrocław, Poland. The co-organizer and founder of the festival is the Polish Composers’ Union. Andrzej Kosendiak is General Director of the festival, and Pierre Jodlowski serves as Artistic Director.
The MEN festival focuses on the performance of new pieces, written on commission from the festival, as well as the presentation of electroacoustic contemporary music of the last 60 years. Special attention is paid to artists who boldly search for new stylistic and formal solutions, including in their works various and original facets of the electronic medium, as well as integrating multimedia activities.
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"RITUALS"
The upcoming edition of the Musica Electronica Nova festival will be devoted to the theme of rituals. Artistic Director of the festival, Pierre Jodlowski, inviting artists – composers and performers to cooperate – asks several questions: Are there still geographical boundaries in art and communication technologies? Is it possible to mix cultures without duplicating the results already obtained? Are we still influenced by traditional cultures? What is the place of archaic forms in a world defined by constant supervision and control?
The word "ritual" will appear at the festival with various connotations and themes, including ritual – body, ritual – intimacy, ritual – machines and ritual – voices. The programme will include concerts, during which electroacoustic music will be heard, but not only that. The hallmark of the festival is the presentation of projects also outside the purely musical domain, hence the presence of dance, installation, performance and video. This direction reflects a strong evolution in contemporary music, consisting in the expansion of musical vocabulary by composers and creation of new visions.
One of our main goals is to commission new work, which adds to the innovative nature of the whole project. It is also very interesting to observe how these commissions can "resonate" with projects of recent decades, and even with traditional music – during this edition, the audience will certainly find an opportunity to pause and return to the so-called ritual music. Perhaps one of the most important questions we would like to ask is: "Why are we making music today?" Does it still matter, and if so, in what ways? We are sure that during MEN 2021, new music rituals will appear, setting new directions in art, which we must and want to share.
Musica Electronica Nova is one of the most important festivals of contemporary music in Poland and an event that resonates widely and, inviting exceptional personalities in this field and conducting extensive collaborations with the most important centres of electroacoustic music, can cross many borders.
